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December 20, 2019 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

In the ancient Church, Christmas was never a prioritized feast day like it is today in America. The most prominent 

celebration was the one surrounding Epiphany, or our Lord’s Baptism in the Jordan River. It was in this event that 

all of mankind beheld the first ever full Theophany of God (his appearing simultaneously as all members of the 

Holy Trinity). This feast is not only a joyful occasion for the Church, but also an extremely formative one in that it 

directly led to the creation of our Christian Trinitarian theology.  

 

In keeping with this occasion, on Saturday, January 11th the Saint Nicholas Family will be celebrating the Feast of 

Epiphany (Theophany) at the Bluewater Waterfront Grill at 11 am. We will begin with a brief “Blessing of the Wa-

ters” service and our annual GOYA Cross Dive on the docks. After the Cross is retrieved we will head upstairs for a 

beautiful luncheon and dancing in the Bluewater’s private dining room. 

 

That’s where you come in! We are celebrating our 75th Anniversary in 2020, and as such we want to celebrate the 

lives and moments that have impacted those 75 years. During the Epiphany Luncheon on January 11th we will 

Honor ALL of those who were Baptized or Chrismated at Saint Nicholas. We pray that you will join us that day so 

we can not only celebrate the Lord’s Baptism, or our 75th Anniversary, but so that we can also celebrate all of 

those who entered into the Orthodox Christian Faith here in Wilmington. We ask that all those who were Baptized 

or Chrismated at Saint Nicholas please submit a photograph from the sacrament for us to display during the 

luncheon following the Cross Dive. 

 

Again, our parish celebrations, are family celebrations, and you are a cherished member of our Saint Nicholas 

Family. We hope you accept this invitation to celebrate with your Church Family, and honor our storied history! 

Hoping to See you in January, 

 

 

Fr. Steven Klund 
Parish Priest 
Saint Nicholas, Wilmington NC 
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Treasurer’s Update 

Tina Bostic 
 
 
 

November was a great month with increased stewardship for 2019 and 2020.  We are in a deficit overall for 
operating by $24K which is mainly due to the deficit in our stewardship received year to date. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Overall 2019 pledge has gone up since last month which has at 77% of goal and our giving is at 83% of  
overall stewardship goal.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship as of Nov 2019 

Pledged  $215,807.00 

Full Year Goal  $280,050.53 

Variance pledged to goal  $(64,243.53) 

Amount received  $231,359.00 

Amount to meet goal  $48,691.53 



  

 

 

Forever Young 
Kay Skandalakis 

 
 
On a crisp winter day overlooking the golf course at Beau Rivage, we had approximately 30 members join us for our 
annual Forever Young Christmas Luncheon catered by Sue Lawler.  We had food, fun, fellowship and even  a gift 
exchange which was a big hit.  We thank Fr. Steven and Fr. Regis for joining us. 
We hope everyone had a great day to begin ringing in the Christmas season. 
We look forward to seeing you all on Jan 7th @ 11:45AM at Olympia restaurant.  This will be our first meeting of 
the 2020 new year. 
Looking forward to seeing you all in January as we start up a new calendar of events.  Anyone who is “young at 
heart” is welcome to join us! I want to wish everyone a happy & healthy New Year!! 

 
Hellenic Culture -Youth Dance Groups 

Kitsa Wiersteiner 
 
Our Nea Smyrni and Zoyra dancers are excited and looking forward to participate in the Hellenic Dance Festival on 
January 17 - 20 in Orlando Florida.  We wish them the best of luck a safe and fun trip.  They have been practicing 
hard for many months now..  A big thank you to our dance instructors, Zaharoula Katsikis, Katerina Katisikis and 
Antonia Ioannou for the endless hours they put into teaching our teens Greek dances and for them to have great 
pride in representing our St. Nicholas family for their continued support and generosity.  Our bake sale was a great 
success, hard work and a lot of fun.  We are looking forward to another fundraiser for HDF with the Christmas car-
oling on Sunday, December 22.  This event is so enjoyable, since a lot of families of our St. Nicholas parish will 
participate in it.   
The parents of the dancers are sponsoring a coffee Hour Fundraiser on Sunday, January 12, in the Hellenic Center.  
Thank you for your support.  Καλἠ Χρονἰα!! 
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HDF Bake Sale 
 

Our St Nicholas Dance Groups would like to thank everyone for your support and generosity with our fundraising 
bake sale and coffee hour events.  Your support directly assists with registration expenses for our youth to participate 
in this year’s Hellenic Dance Festival sponsored by our Metropolis. Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philoptochos 
Enosis Chapter #5027 

Maria Stasios 
 
Happy New Year from the Ladies Philoptochos Society!  We hope you had a wonderful and blessed holiday season.  
We have so many thanks to share. Thank you to those who: 
 Supported our Teen Christmas Project which was a huge success! Our community purchased over 100 gifts for 

disadvantaged  teen-agers.  The school social worker was overwhelmed and sends her heartfelt thanks.   
 Contributed to helping the 6 women who are victims of human trafficking and now in a safe home.   
 Sponsored a poinsettia and/or participated in the community Christmas card. 
 Prepared and delivered a meal to the Hospice Life Care center.  We continue to do this the first Thursday of the 

month, and if you’d like to participate, please reach out. 
 Helped decorate the narthex, sanctuary, Hellenic center, or assisted with the St. Nicholas Day festivities. 
 Attended the Holiday Social and donated diapers for the Diaper Bank of NC. 
 

It takes many hands to do the good works of Philoptochos.  If you have not yet become a member, we invite you to 
complete a stewardship card.  Be on the lookout for the announcement of our next General Meeting. We would love 
to see more women there! 
 
Upcoming events in January: 
Our annual Vasilopita Auction is on Jan 5 following Divine Liturgy. 
Proceeds will benefit St. Basil’s orphanage in NY and the Philopto-
chos Philanthropic fund. If you would like to bake a Vasilopita to auc-
tion, please contact Kitsa Wiersteiner or Renee Theophilos. 
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In efforts to highlight some of our faithful stewards at Saint Nicholas, each monthly newsletter will feature an interview with 
some of our exemplary faithful members. This week one of our Stewardship Ministry Co-Chairs, Lee King, had a chance to 
have a conversation with a long time steward at Saint Nicholas, Tomi Sljaka. 
 
Lee King (LK): Good Morning Tomi. Thank  you for tak ing the time to sit down with us today. For those who may not 
know you, tell us a little bit about yourself. 
Tomi Sljaka (TS): I am the daughter  of Sophie Xanthos Sljaka & Victor  Sljaka.   
My Grandparents were Demetrius (Jimmy) & Maria Xanthos, original members of St. Nicholas.I have been married to Rich-
ard Higgins for close to 25 years, with Father Regis having performed our wedding ceremony.   
 
(LK): How long have you been a part of the Orthodox Church? Saint Nicholas? 
(TS): I was baptized at St. Nicholas in 1951, but did not live in Wilmington.  I grew up on Long Island where I was a 
parishioner at St. Paul’s in Hempstead, NY.  I moved to Wilmington in 1974 and became a member of St. Nicholas.  
 
(LK): W hat does the Church mean to you (or how is it significant in your life)? 
(TS): The Church has always been significant to me, especially dur ing my High school, college and ear ly teaching days.  
Membership in GOYA, participation in the choir & Bible study at St. Pauls provided counterpoint to the surrounding secular 
influences.   
 
(LK): W hat are your gifts and how have you used them in the church as a steward? 
(TS): I have been a choir  member , organist and have taught Sunday school on and off for  about 50 years.   
 
(LK): W hat would you like to see the Church offer that we don’t already? 
(TS): All of the ministr ies of the church are vital because it is through human contact and love that we learn to exper i-
ence Divine love. We are now celebrating our 75th Anniversary and in looking back we can see what a great debt we owe to 
our predecessors.  The founding members of St. Nicholas managed to build a Church during lean times.  The United States 
was coming our of a depression and involved in a world war, yet they managed to pull together to make this church a reality.  
It is hoped that we who have been so blessed can work together to meet the needs of our growing community.   

 
Community News 

 
AHEPA 

Cape Fear Chapter No. 408 
 
Thank you to the AHEPA Brothers that helped December 22, 2019 at our annual Christmas dinner for the residents 
of the AHEPA 408 Apartments! Thank you to Father Steven for offering the blessing prior to the meal.  Thanks to 
Chris & Angie Tsingelis, for donating, preparing and serving the delicious meal.  Thank to the St. Nicholas Dance 
Troupe & their parents for singing Christmas Carols during our event! Everyone in attendance played a part in mak-
ing our Christmas dinner a memorable event. Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Saint Nicholas Stewardship Ministry Interviews Tomica (Tomi) Sljaka 



  

 

With the Saints, give rest to the souls of 

Your servants, where there is no pain, sor-

row, or suffering, but life eternal. 

TIME, TALENT, OR TREASURE 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 

PROSFORO BAKING WORKSHOP 
 

Thank you to Dr. Lisa Steyer-Kommotea for leading our 
Prosphoro Baking Workshop. Once again, this was a very 
special gathering where our “bakers” used their hearts 
and hands to create the Prosforo for the Divine Liturgy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

Thank you to all who decorated our Church and Hall so 
beautifully for the Name Day of our Patron Saint Nicho-
las and for the Advent & Christmas Seasons. 
 
To our tireless volunteers we say THANK YOU!!! 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
 

For all the people celebrating their birth, anniversary and 
name day in the month of January, may you have many 
happy and  healthy years ahead to enjoy God’s many 
blessings!!! 
 
Congratulations...to Deborah Skinner who became 
our newest sister in Christ at her Chrismation on Sunday, 
Dec. 22 at Saint Nicholas.  May your  life in Christ be 
filled with many blessings.  ΑΧΙΟΙΑ!! 

 
Congratulations...to the Parish Council Members who 
were re-elected or newly elected for 2020: Louis Ba-
tuyios, Evengelos Fragos, Melissa Kirkby, Emmanuel 
Miliotis and Nick Saffo. ΑΧΙΟΙ!! 
 

 
PLEASE PRAY 

 

 
Please Pray for those who are ill, recovering, and/or 

homebound: 
 
Konstantina Alimaras (sister to Stacey Papalitskas), 
Angelo Angeledes, Bobby Bobon (brother of Sue 
Lawler), Stavros Chantiles, Anthony Constandy (father 
of Elisabeth Baynard), Sherry Demas, Nicholas & 
Margie Devoles, Constantine Dukas, Sue Fokakis 
(Autumn Care), Demitra George, Mary Gianoplus, 
Nick Karloutsos (Silver Stream), Emanuel Koklanaris, 
Llambra Koklanaris, Nikolaos Kotsinis, Olga Man-
cuso, Calvin McGowan,  Mary Compos Marmaras 
(Cypress Pointe), Dorothy Manolukas, Maria Padgett-
Velaetis, Irene Voneiff, Anne Bakalis Pinkston, Doro-
thy Radomsky, Peter W. Saffo, Joanna Skandalakis, Pat 
Skinner, Tom Souflas, Peggy Stephanou, Vasilios 
Vogiatzis, Mary Ann Wall 
 
Please contact the church office to add/remove some-
one from the list. The names will stay on our prayer 

list for 40 days unless we’re called to remove. 
 

SYMPATHIES 
 
 
SYMPATHY...The Saint Nicholas Family remembered 
the life of Lazaros Alexiou, who fell asleep in the Lord on 
December 10, 2019.  Our most heartfelt condolences to 
Nick and Nena Lazaridiis and Family.  Ζων σε μας - Life 
to us all - Αιωνἰα του η μνἠμη - Eternal be his Memory.   
 
MEMORIAL...On December 22, 2019, the St. Nicholas 
Family remembered the life of Milton Melts on the 20th 
year of his falling asleep in the Lord.  The Koliva was 
graciously offered by Vicky Melts Stephens.  
 
MEMORIAL...On December 29, 2019,  the St. Nicholas 
Family remembered the life of Koula Poulos Fragos on 
the 10th year of her falling asleep in the Lord.  The Koliva 
was graciously offered by Olympia Fragos.  Αιωνἰα της η 
μνἠμη...Eternal be her memory! 
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Thank you Kay Saffo Skandalakis for your gen-
erous donation of our St. Nicholas of Wilming-
ton Icon embracing our St. Nicholas Church.  

St. Nicholas Feast Day Celebration 
We celebrated the Feast day of our Parish presided by our Chief Shepherd & Hierarch, His Eminence 
Alexios of Atlanta for Hierarchical Vespers featuring the Unveiling of our newly commissioned Saint 

Nicholas of Wilmington Icon on December 5 and a Hierarchical Liturgy on December 6, 2019.  

All were welcome to join His Eminence and Clergy in a 
complimentary reception hosted by Philoptochos follow-
ing our Vespers service on December 5, 2020.  
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During the days following the Feast of 
the Theophany, it is customary for Fr. 
Steven to visit the homes of his parish-
ioners for the traditional Theophany 
Home Blessing starting on January 8, 
2020. 

Call the Church today to schedule your 
Home Blessing.  Anytime all family 
members are available for the blessing 
is the right time to schedule. 

910-392-4444 

Home Blessings 
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January 2020 
       
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 1 
Circumcision of 
Christ/ 
New Year’s Day 
 
St. Basil+New 
Year Doxology  
 
Office Closed 

2 
6 PM Vespers/
Dinner/ 
Family Night 

3 
 

4 PM NO Greek 
School  

4  
9 AM Dance 
Practice 

5 
Eve of  
Theophany 
 

 

8:45 AM | 10 AM 
Orthros/Liturgy/
Blessing of the 
Waters 
 

No Sunday School 
 

11:30 AM  Vasilo-
pita Lunch-
eon|Auction 
 

 
 

6 
Theophany 
 
9:30 AM Divine 
Liturgy & Blessing 
of the Waters 
 
 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal  
 

7 
Synaxis of St. 
John the Fore-
runner  
9:30 Divine Lit-
urgy 
11:45 AM Forever 
Young 
(Olympia Restau-
rant) 
10:30 AM Bap-
tism 
6:30 PM Adult 
Dancing 
7 PM Parish 
Council Meeting 

8 
House Blessings 
 
 
10 AM 
Synaxis Discus-
sion Group 
 
 
5:30 PM Dance 
Practice  
 
  

9 
House Blessings 

10 
House Blessings 
 
 
 
4 PM Greek 
School 
 
5:30 PM Dance 
Practice 
 
 

11 
Theophany 
 
9 AM Baptism 
 
10:30 AM 
Theophany/ 
St. Nicholas 
Youth Cross 
Dive & Lunch-
eon @ Blue-
water Grill 
 
11:30 AM HDF 
Dancers to 
Dance 

12 
 
8:45 AM Or-
thros /10 AM Lit-
urgy 
 

11:45 AM  Youth 
Dance Groups 
sponsor Coffee 
Hour 
Fundraiser for 
HDF  
 

12 PM Dance 
Practice 

13 
 

 
5:30 PM 
Dance Practice 
 
6 PM Philoptochos 
Board Meeting 
 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal 
 

14 
 
5:30 PM Dance 
Practice 
 
 

15 
 

 
10:30AM 
Synaxis Discus-
sion Group 
 
5:30 PM Dance  
Practice 
 
Newsletter Sub-
missions Due  

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
St. Anthony 
 
Hellenic Dance 
Festival  
Orlando , Fla. 
 
 
 

4 PM 
Greek School  

18 
 

 
 
 
Hellenic Dance 
Festival  
Orlando , Fla. 

19 
8:45AM Or-
thros /10 AM Lit-
urgy 
 
Hellenic Dance 
Festival  
Orlando, Fla. 

20 

Hellenic Dance 
Festival Ends 
 
 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal 

21 
 
7 PM Festival 
Meeting 

22 
 
10:30 AM 
Synaxis Discus-
sion Group 
 
 

23 
7 PM Vespers 
 
7:30 PM Bible 
Study 

24 
 
4 PM 
Greek School  

25 
10AM Joy Ice 
Skating @ Wil-
mington Ice 
House 

26 
8:45AM Or-
thros /10 AM Lit-
urgy 
 
11:00 AM Memo-
rial  
 
11:45 AM 75th 
Anniversary Com-

27 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal 
 

28 
 

 
6:30 PM Adult 
Dancing 
 
7PM COM Minis-
try Leaders Meet-
ing  
 
 

29 
10:30AM 
Synaxis Discus-
sion Group 
 
 
 
 

30 
Holy Three Hi-
erarchs  
 
7 PM Vespers 
 
7:30 PM Bible 
Study 

31 

4PM Greek 
School 
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