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From the Desk of Fr. Jon 
 

Prayers and Spiritual Treasures 
 

Prayers 
 
Each Sunday you will notice the prayer list on a stand on the right side of the Narthex.  This is available to everyone 
to write the names of those living and departed ones we have special intention to pray for that day.  Deacon Tom or 
myself then remember these particular souls in the Fervent Litany after the Gospel.  If you arrive after the gospel read-
ing, I will remember them in the Fervent Litany at the next Divine Liturgy.  The parish prayer list I maintain for the 
entire community is prayed for every Divine Liturgy in the Proskomide (Preparation of the Gifts).  This list is an ex-
tensive list and covers all your loved ones you have given me! 
 
Praying for each other is one of the greatest gifts we can offer to the one true and living God.  It costs nothing and 
does much good, as we learn from the epistle of St. James the Brother of our Lord, ñThe fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much.ò  It is an honor for any Priest to place a particle of the bread on the Disko in your name.  And be-
cause I love you, I do this at every opportunity. 
 

Spiritual Treasures 
 

If you knew where a treasure was, you would go to this location and dig it up immediately and with great anticipation!  
The truth is, you already have a treasure here at St. Nicholas!  It is in the hymnology of our Orthodox Church!  The 
focus of our hunt in this holy season is on the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 Each year just after the leave-taking of the feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple (November 
25th), we begin to chant the Katavasies of the Nativity of our Lord.  The beauty of these hymns is amazing.  As in 
most hymnology surrounding our feast days, the Katavasies incorporates the mystery of the Incarnation with the 
prophecies about the birth of Jesus.  These hymns are sung for each Orthros leading up to, and including, the Nativity.  
In addition to the Katavasies, the Iambikoi are chanted on the feast of the Nativity as well.  Let us be attentive! 
 
Ode i, Katavasia, Mode 1. 
 
Christ is born; glorify Him! * Christ is come from heaven; go and meet Him. * Christ is on earth; arise to Him. * Sing 
to the Lord, all you who dwell on the earth; * and in merry spirits, O you peoples, praise His birth. * For He is glori-
fied. 
 
Ode iv. Iambic. 
 
Prophet Habbakuk in his ode was foretelling * mankindôs remaking, when of old he was granted * to see its type in a 
manner past expression: * From the Virgin mountain as a newborn infant * the Logos emerged, to refashion the peo-
ples. 
 
These are just two of the treasures from the translations of Fr. Seraphim Dedes in our Orthros!  A true celebration of 
the incarnation.  The greatest mystery of all time was foretold to us by Moses and the prophets, if we have eyes to see 
and ears to hear.  Let us rejoice with Micah, Isaiah, Jesse, and Habbakuk of old, for the Lord of heaven and earth 
comes to save us the unworthy ones!  The Son of God becomes the Son of man!  Please join us for any and all the ser-
vices offered here at St. Nicholas. 
 
Love, Fr. Jon 
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From the Parish Council President 
Barbara Reynolds 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you to all those that attended the General Assembly meeting on November 19.  Below are some highlights re-
ported by the Parish Council for those of you that were unable to attend. 
I would like to wish all of you a Blessed Nativity Season.  
In His service, 
Barbara Reynolds 
 

Parish Council Highlights from the November 19 General Assembly 
 
Presidentôs Update 
 
2017 Parish Council Reflections ï Barbara Reynolds 
 
You Spoke ï We Listened (Looking back at last yearôs Spring GA) 
 
P Redo Plumbing and Bathrooms 
P Redo Hellenic Center within existing footprint 
P Fix broken items around the church 

¶ Carl Baynard is the St. Nicholas Mr. Fixit 
¶ Let office know of items needing repair 
¶ Carl will fix 

P Install new security cameras & monitors 
¶ Includes new monitor in hallway outside the Hellenic Center  

P Build a church directory 
¶ PDS data base complete and being maintained by office 
¶ Photos being taken for Church Directory 

P Move Cross Dive back to January 6 
¶ 11:00 am Blessing of water service/dive 
¶ Noon: Lunch @ Bluewater 

P Increase office coverage 
¶ Stella McTaggart & Georgia Marmaras working in office 

P Include new sponsors for Festival charities 
¶ Good Shepherd & Nourish NC were sponsors this year 

P Smart TVs installed in High School and Middle School classrooms 
 
Additional Improvements in Progress 

¶ New air conditioning in bathrooms, library, and storage rooms 
¶ New floor, ceiling, lights and paint in library 
¶ Classrooms, office and narthex painted 
¶ Storage being added for Hellenic Center to store tables and chairs not being used 
¶ New floor and painting to be done in hallways 
¶ New chairs for Hellenic Center being donated 

 
Additional Improvements being considered 

¶ Add windows to front of Hellenic Center 
¶ Cut back overgrown trees and landscaping in front of church 
¶ Replace dropped ceiling in front hallway 
¶ Fence our property on the sides to eliminate people cutting through our property 
¶ Get new outside storage unit 

 
Womanôs Bathroom will be complete the middle of January  

¶ All work should be complete by then 
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Treasurerôs Report 
 

¶ Stewardship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October stewards are based on commitment cards completed 
Prior years represent adjusted total giving at year end 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2017 Stewardship Goal is $227,306 
Variance to goal is $47,505 
In 2016 we received $38K in last 2 months of the year 
 

¶ Assets & Liabilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¶ Draft 2018 Budget was reviewed and approved 
¶ Irene Voneiff reported on the Audit of the books. No exceptions were reported in process or in the books 
 
Festival Report 
 
¶ Highest net income to date of $149,724 
¶ 2017 Charity Distribution 

ß Good Shepherd Center ï $8,000 
ß Nourish NC - $4,000 
ß Diakonia Retreat Center ï $1,500 
ß Benevolent Fund ï $1,500 
ß Youth - $2,000 
ß Dance Group - $1,500 

¶ From 2009 ï 2017 we have donated $94,200 to charity 

Year Stewards Pledged 

2011 149 $197,997 

2012 158 $193,838 

2013 178 $208,377 

2014 139 $227,120 

2015 139 $259,331 

2016 179 $274,335 

Oct. 31, 2017 150 $224,661 

 Nov. 1, 2017 Nov. 1, 2016 

Stewardship Commitment $224,661 $214,958 
Stewards 150 119 
% Participation 75% 59.5% 

Bank Statements Fall Assembly 11/2017 Spring Assembly 2/2017 

   

General Fund $33,371.51 $27,526.33 

Money Market $390,885.38 $425,741.1 

Festival Checking $62,820.05 $5,190.52 

Designated $52,575.14 $58,324.49 

  *Benevolent $13,562.66 $13,560.33 

  *Building Fund $3,056.74 $9,851.74 

  *Memorial $23,744.07 $22,483.07 

  *Greek School $5,401.75 $3,531.67 

  *Designated Other $3.65 $134.17 

  *GOYA $6,806.27 $8,763.51 
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Reviewed Greek Orthodox Archdiocese requirements for Parish Council Member 
 
¶ Reviewed attributes of a good Parish Council Member (per St. Nicholas Parish Council) 

ß Practicing Orthodox Christian 
ß Steward in good standing 
ß Connected to the parish 
ß Level headed / balanced perspective 
ß Good communications skills 
ß Positive outlook 
ß Brings outside skill set to complement the Parish Council 

 
Parish Council Nominations ï Five positions open 

¶ Evangelos Fragos 
¶ Manny Miliotis 
¶ Nick Saffo 
¶ Maria Stasios 
¶ Carl Baynard 
¶ Daphne Snow 
¶ Alexandros Theodoropoulos 

{!±9 ¢I9 5!¢9{ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сΣ нлмуΥ ¢ƘŜƻǇƘŀƴȅΣ /Ǌƻǎǎ 5ƛǾŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ ϧ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ тΣ нлмуΥ tƘƛƭƻǇǘƻŎƘƻǎ ±ŀǎƛƭƻǇƛǘŀ !ǳŎǝƻƴ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мн-мрΣ нлмуΥ IŜƭƭŜƴƛŎ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΣ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΣ C[ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ оΣ нлмуΥ YL5½ wŀƭƭȅ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ оΣ нлмуΥ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ пΣ нлмуΥ hǊŀǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ муΣ нлмуΥ [Ŝƴǘ .ŜƎƛƴǎ 

WǳƴŜ му-ннΣ нлмуΥ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
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Treasurerôs Report 

We have received 83% of our stewardship goal so far.  Please continue to give so that we can meet 100% of our goal 

by the end of the year. 

{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ƻŦ hŎǘΦ нлмт 

tƭŜŘƎŜŘ  ϷномΣмтрΦуп 

Cǳƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ Dƻŀƭ  ϷнттΣолсΦом 

±ŀǊƛŀƴŎŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻŀƭ  ϷόпсΣмолΦптύ 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻŀƭ уо҈ 

!ƳǘΦ wŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ  ϷннфΣулмΦлу 

уо҈ tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻŀƭ 

ǾŀǊƛŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǝƻŀƭ  ϷптΣрлрΦно 

hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ LƴŎƻƳŜκ9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘ LƴŎƻƳŜ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ±ŀǊƛŀƴŎŜ 

Wŀƴ  ϷнсΣронΦут  ϷнрΣрунΦмн  ϷфрлΦтр 

CŜō  ϷнтΣнптΦмо  ϷнпΣлтнΦмо  ϷоΣмтрΦлл 

aŀǊ  ϷмтΣсттΦсл  ϷолΣпррΦос  ϷόмнΣтттΦтсύ 

!ǇǊ  ϷнсΣрууΦсн  ϷнсΣмрпΦро  ϷпопΦлф 

aŀȅ  ϷнмΣфтсΦпс  ϷомΣнмфΦпф  ϷόфΣнпоΦлоύ 

Wǳƴ  ϷолΣлрсΦул  ϷонΣлттΦсф  ϷόнΣлнлΦуфύ 

Wǳƭ  ϷплΣпнлΦлс  ϷнуΣопмΦмм  ϷмнΣлтуΦфр 

!ǳƎ  ϷмрΣфтнΦом  ϷнпΣптлΦту  ϷόуΣпфуΦптύ 

{ŜǇ  ϷрнΣрноΦфт  ϷнмΣсффΦфт  ϷолΣунпΦлл 

hŎǘ  ϷнрΣрорΦтп  ϷппΣрнмΦлс  ϷόмуΣфурΦонύ 

¸¢5  ϷнупΣромΦрс  ϷнууΣрфпΦнп  ϷόпΣлснΦсуύ 

Our year to date expenses are exceeding our income.  We are hopeful our income from stewardship and other dona-

tions the rest of this year will keep us in line with our budget. 
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²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ Ǉƻǎπ

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ Ƴŀȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ƅŜŜǝƴƎΦ  /ƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  

Passive Fundraising 
aŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ǝƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƎƛƊǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 

LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƘǧǇΥκκǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŀƪƻƴƛŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎ ƻŦ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΦ  

9ǾŜǊȅ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
!ƳŀȊƻƴ{ƳƛƭŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ 
 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳκƎǇκŎƘǇŦκ

ŀōƻǳǘκǊŜŦҐǎƳƛψǎŜψŘǎƘōψŀŀǎψǎŀŀǎ 
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Metropolis Strategic Planning 
Koula Katsikis, Parish Champion 

 
What is Strategic Planning 
 
Strategic planning is a process to define our direction 
(strategy) and allocate our resources to achieve our goals.  
 
A Strategic Plan must answer four fundamental ques-
tions: 
1. Why do we exist? 
2. Where are we now? 
3. Where do we want to be? 
4. How will we get there? 
 
The Metropolis Strategic Planning is excited to announce 
the following topics for the next official Faith Forums in 
Atlanta, Georgia the weekend of November 11, 2017 in 
conjunction with the Archangel Michael Awards Presen-
tations: 

1.1 Parish Strategic Planning 
1.3 Risk Management 
4.2 Orthodox Leadership Training 
Managing Difficult Conversations & Understand-
ing Parish Finances 
5.4 Programs For Our Seniors 
8.1 Spiritual Growth Resources 
9.1 Comprehensive Stewardship 

 
Parishioners are invited to use the content found at 
www.atlstrategicplan.org/portal 
 
To learn more about these goals visit the metropolis web 
site or contact me with any questions. 
 

Family Life 
 
The Family Life Ministry is an Orthodox Christian minis-
try dedicated to providing uplifting and diverse resources 
for dealing with lifeôs daily joys and struggles in an Or-
thodox way through inspiring blog posts, informative 
podcasts, and creative ideas for adolescence, marriage 
and parenting.  To learn more about this resource please 
go to  www.familylifeministry.atlanta.goarch.org 
 
And if you would like to lead this Ministry here at 
Church, please contact Fr. Jon. 
 
 
 

Hellenic Culture - Special Activities 
Kitsa Wiersteiner 

 
On behalf of the Hellenic Culture Special Activities 
Committee, we would like to thank all who attended or 
participated in the Intercultural Festival which was held 
at UNCW on Saturday, November 11, 2017. 
 
Our wonderful St. Nicholas Zoyra dancers performed ex-
cellent, as usual, and everyone present enjoyed their pro-
gram.  We are grateful to have such talented and dedicat-
ed dance instructors as Zaharoula and Katerina Katsikis.  
A big thank you to the dancers and instructors.  Our 
booth represented the Greek culture, heritage, religion 
and customs.  As always, our booth attracted much atten-
tion from all who attended the festivities and were com-
plimentary of our display. 
 
Many thanks to Kim and Helen Dandulakis, Christina 
and Vasilis Lazaridis, Niko and Theodora Papadimitriou 
and Joanna Simotas who assisted with this event.  We 
would also like to thank Kathy Dimopoulos who pre-
pared our flyers. 
 
Our appreciation to all who took part coordinating this 
yearôs beautiful festivities and look forward to next 
yearôs event. 
 

Philoptochos 
Enosis Chapter #5027 
Debra Rallis 

 
Inspired by teachings of Christ to love and care for all 
people, the St. Nicholas Philoptochos joins close to 
30,000 National members to help those in need. 

 
 
We would like thank everyone for their monetary and 
food donations towards the Thanksgiving baskets.  We 
would also like to thank our GOYAns and youth who 
came out and helped sort and assemble the baskets.  We 
were able to feed 30 large families. 
 
We will again be sponsoring 10, homeless teens from 
New Hanover County.  Most of these students do not 
have a place to call home.  We receive a wish list of basic 
necessities - clothing, from the school social workers.  
We ask that families helps sponsor and purchase items 
from this wish list.  If you prefer not to shop, we will be 
passing a basket on Sunday, Dec 10th.  Please give gen-
erously towards the gifts we will purchase. 
 
We are so pleased to announce that our Philoptochos do-
nated $1,000 to Nourish NC to help fight childhood hun-
ger in New Hanover County.  We also want to thank our 
parishioners and youth for helping fill 50 Christmas 
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stockings to give to the homeless youth. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who bought a poinsettia 
and those who helped sponsor the annual Christmas card.  
It will be mailed to the entire church mailing list. If you 
haven't signed up, please do so by December 4th. 
 
We hope to see all the ladies at our annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Sunday December 17th at 1:30 pm at the 
lovely home of Irene Voneiff. (See invitation later in this 
Newsletter.) 
 
We would like to wish our St Nicholas Families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 
 
Mark your calendars for our annual Vasilopita auction on 
January 7, 2018. 
 

Oratorical Festival 
Kim Dandulakis 

 
Dear Saint Nicholas Parents and Youth, 
 
Introduced in 1983, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival provides our teenagers the opportunity to 
write and talk about their faith. The Oratorical Festival 
Program begins at the parish level and is divided into Jun-
ior and Senior Divisions: 
 

Junior Division for students in grades 7ï9 
Senior Division for student in grades 10ï12 

The top speakers in the Junior and Senior Divisions ad-
vance to the district level. Two finalists in each district 
division represent the district at the Metropolis level. The 
top speaker in each Metropolis Division is then selected to 
participate in the Archdiocese Finals, which is hosted by a 
different metropolis each year. 
 
All eighteen finalists at the Archdiocese Finals participate 
in a weekend of activities, the highlight of which is the 
delivery of their speeches on Saturday morning. The Ora-
torical Festival Scholarship Fund provides college schol-
arships to the top speakers. Currently, the top three speak-
ers of each division receive college scholarships of 
$2,000, $1,500 and $1,000. Last year, an Honorable Men-
tion speaker was awarded $500. 
 
In addition, each senior and junior division first, sec-
ond, and third place finalist in each category at the parish, 
district, metropolis, and national levels of competition is 
eligible to receive a Chrysostom Scholarship to Hellenic 
College. This scholarship has been amended to provide 
awards ranging from $2,500 up to $30,000 per year. 
 
The 2018 Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival top-
ics for Junior and Senior levels are now available.  Copies 
of the topics can be found on line at: https://
www.goarch.org/-/2018-st-john-chrysostom-oratorical-
festival-topics?inheritRedirect=true 
Copies are also available from Sunday School Teachers 
and on the table in our Hellenic Center. 
 
Participation in the Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Fes-
tival is an excellent accomplishment to list on College 
Applications! 
 
There is also an Elementary Division for students in 
grades 4ï6.  This allows our younger children to partici-
pate as well.  There is no judging at this level. Children 
are encouraged to work with their Sunday School Teach-
ers to come up with a suitable topic. Topics may include: 
Jesus, Prayer, Icons, Saintôs and name days. 
 
Our parish level competition will take place the first Sun-
day in February 2018 - February 4.  This should give eve-
ryone enough time to prepare their speech.  Any questions 
regarding our parish Oratorical Festival please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Kim Dandulakis 
Oratorical Festival Chairperson 
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