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From the Desk of Fr. Jon 
 

The Joy of the Resurrection 
 
Christ is risen!  Χριστὀς Ανἐστη!  Let this greeting be in our hearts, at the center of our being, and on our lips 
to all we meet!  I have to say rejoice in the risen Lord.  I thank each and everyone of you for making this Holy 
and Great Week and Pascha beautiful.  Thank you for attending every service you were able to attend.  Thank 
you for participating in the services.  Thank you for bringing your children.  Thank you for loving the Lord 
Jesus and walking with him all week long.  Thank you to the parish council and everything they did.  Thank 
you to the Philoptochos Ladies and all the preparations they did.  Thank you to our beautiful choir, who shared 
their love for God and made our worship so rich!  Thank you to the parents who brought our wonderful youth 
to the Holy Friday retreat. Thank you to all who helped with the Holy Friday Retreat. Thank you to the chil-
dren for showing their wonderful spirit in participating in the worship.  Thank you to the readers and those that 
helped them get ready.  Thank you to the acolytes who were strong in their faith and participation.  Thank you 
to the cooks who helped prepare the Pascha feast.  Thank you to the myrrh bearers who show such love for 
Christ.  Thank you to our seminarian, Nicholas Manuel, for giving and helping with everything all week long. 
 
Our Orthodox Church celebrates the life-giving Resurrection of Christ in true splendor!  The entire week is 
considered the Paschal Feast, all the way through Anti-Pascha, the Sunday of St. Thomas.  This year we have a 
double celebration in that April 23rd is the feast day of St. George the Great Martyr also. 
 
The hymnology of our Orthodox Church says it all!  The 8th Ode of the Orthros of Pascha expresses it well. 
 

Ode viii. Heirmos. 
This is it, the Day which is chosen and holy, * Day One of the Sabbaths. * It is the queen-day, the 
Lord's Day, * and the Feast of all feasts, * and the Festival above every festival, * on which we extol 
Christ and bless Him to the ages. (2) 
Troparia. 
Glory to Your holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
Come on this illustrious day of Resurrection and day of Christ's Kingdom, let us receive the commun-
ion of the joy divine from the new fruit of the vine, for eternal life, and highly extol Him as God unto 
the ages. (2) 
Glory. 
Lift up your eyes round about You and see, O Zion. Behold, like beacons shining with light divine have 
your children come to you from the West, from the North and from seaward and from the East. In you 
they extol Christ and bless Him to the ages. 
(SD) 
Both now. 
Father, ruler over all, and Logos and Spirit, O Nature divine, in three Hypostases united, transcending 
essence and divinity, in You have we been baptized; we praise and bless and worship You, unto all the 
ages. 
(SD) 
Katavasia. 
This is it, the Day which is chosen and holy, * Day One of the Sabbaths. * It is the queen-day, the 
Lord's Day, * and the Feast of all feasts, * and the Festival above every festival, * on which we extol 
Christ and bless Him to the ages.(2) 

 
Pascha is the Feast of feasts indeed! In the troparia, we are urged to receive Christ’s body and blood with joy 
divine.  The next hymn speaks of spreading the joy of the resurrection in every direction, the good news of sal-
vation in Jesus Christ!  The last troparion exalts the Holy Trinity in the Paschal feast.  And lastly, we chant the 
hiermos twice for our joy cannot be contained.  Christ is risen!  Χριστὀς Ανἐστη!  May this joy continue for 40 
days and beyond. 
 
Love always, Fr. Jon 
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From the Parish Council President 
Barbara Reynolds 

 
Χριστὀς Ανἐστη!  Christ is Risen! 
 
Thank you for all you did to make Holy Week a truly wonderful experience. 
 
Thank you, Fr. Jon and Deacon Tom, for leading us in all the beautiful services. 
 
I would like to thank the Parish Council for the hours of work on pangari duty, general helping making sure every-
thing was organized, treasury duties, and preparing, cleaning, and cooking for the Agape picnic.  I am sure there was 
much more. 
 
Thank you to the Philoptochos members for the beautiful flowers, decoration of the church, dying of the eggs, and 
meals during Holy Week. 
 
Thank you, Michael and the choir, for the beautiful music through all of Holy Week, and for teaching the parish some 
of the hymns. 
 
Thank you. Alexandros for all the technology help, printing of the service books, and for organizing the youth read-
ings on Holy Wednesday night. 
 
Thank you. Koula and Melissa for arranging the youth readings on Holy Friday night. 
 
Thank you to Pam and Renée for organizing the Myrofores on Holy Friday. 
 
Thank you, Fr. Jon, Presbytera Barbara, Deacon Tom, Diakonissa Stacie, Maria Fernandez, Nicholas and Cameron for 
the wonderful youth retreat.  Also thank you, Fr. Jon for inviting Nicholas Manuel, the seminarian, to be with us for 
the week.  He added a lot to our Holy Week experience. 
 
Thank you, Kay and Jaime for preparing the candles used by all the faithful during Holy Week. 
 
Thank you to all our parishioners that attended the beautiful Holy Week services.  The services wouldn’t have been so 
beautiful without all of you there. 
 
I am feeling blessed to be a part of a church that made this truly a blessed Pascha and Holy Week. 
 
For his participation in our Holy Week, Philoptochos gave Nicholas Manuel $500 and the Parish Council gave him 
$1,000 ($535 was from the tray passed). 
 
 
Please forgive me for anyone I left off this list. 
 
 
In His service, 
Barbara 
 

June 4: Sunday School & Hellenic School Graduations 

June 18-22: Vacation Church School 

June 21-24: Metropolis Clergy Laity Assembly 

July 16-23: St. Stephen’s Summer Camp 

August 1: Dormition Fast Begins 

August 15: Dormition of the Theotokos 

Save the 

Dates 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Tina Bostic 

Stewardship Summary 

  
Stewardship 

Received 
Stewardship 

Goal 
Variance 

Jan  $24,487.00  $23,108.85  $1,378.15 

Feb  $24,477.75  $23,108.86  $1,368.89 

Mar  $15,000.00  $23,108.86  $(8,108.86) 

Stewardship March 2017 

Percentage of parishioners who have completed stewardship cards 69% 

Amount Pledged  $190,093.00 

Full Year Goal  $277,306.30 

Variance pledged to goal -$87,213.31 

Amt. Received $63,964.75 

Percentage received to goal 23% 

The audit of the financial information for 2016 was completed by the audit committee and submitted to the 
Archdiocese.  Overall year to date we are short on income to expenses by $8600 dollars and we are showing 

a decrease in stewardship giving to meet the goal we have set.  Thank you to those who have submitted their 
stewardship cards and to those who continue to provide financial support. 
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Philoptochos 

Enosis Chapter #5027 
Tia Saffo 

 
Χριστὀς Ανἐστη!  Christ is Risen! 
 
Pascha 2017 was a beautiful success.  We want to thank 
all the members of our community who worked tirelessly 
to prepare for it.  From the palm cross making and Palm 
Sunday luncheon, to the red egg dying and the reception 
on Holy Friday Evening as well as Holy Saturday night.  
Our Philoptochos members as well as the community at 
large, worked behind the scenes to make sure we had 
flowers decorating our icons and our Kouvouklion hold-
ing the Epitaphios.  Also thank you to everyone who do-
nated towards the expenses of the flowers on the kou-
vouklion. 
 
We are looking forward to the Greek Festival at the end 
of this month, and we hope everyone will be back at 
work in full force. 
 
May 7, 2017 will be our year-end celebration and our 
election meeting, please see the flyer later in this newslet-
ter for the details.  We hope to see everyone there!  All 
Ladies ages 18 and up are welcome to join us! 
 

LOVE 
Angelique Skandalakis and Kay Skandalakis 

 
I am happy to announce that Pam Calhoun will be taking 
over as the leader for LOVE! Please welcome her as she 
makes this transition. I would like to thank all of the 
LOVE families for participating in our events these past 
few years. Mia and I will miss everyone when we leave 
in June, and we hope to be able to come and visit often! 

 
Hellenic School 

Anestis Logothetis 
 
The Greek School participated in the Greek Independ-
ence Day Celebration on Sunday, March 26.  The stu-
dents marched in the hall by the sounds of Greek martial 
music and then each one recited a short poem. The speak-
er was Stella Vallianos who gave a short but inspiring 
talk about the Greek Revolution from more than 400 
years of slavery under the Ottoman Empire. Greek Danc-
ing followed by the youth of our community, the Ro-
miosini and Zoyra Dancers. A very nice luncheon was 
prepared by Chris's Restaurant. At the end everyone in 
the Hall sang the Greek National Anthem, We were de-
lighted to see so many of our Parishioners were present 
and supported our youth. 
 
Just a reminder that there will be no Greek school classes 
the Friday, May 19 which falls during our Festival. 
 
Graduation will take place on Sunday, June 4 along with 
the Sunday School students. 
 
 
 

Thank 
You 
to the 
entire 
Community 
for a job 
well done! 



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church                                                                                               May 2017 

7 

Forever Young 
Kay Skandalakis 

 
Forever Young will meet on Tuesday, May 2 at 
11:45 AM sharp at the Olympia Restaurant. 
 
Anyone 55 and older is welcome to join us! 
 

HOPE/JOY 
Joyce Patsalos, Sophia Brewer, 

Jaime Saffo & Renée Karonis Psilos 
 
Hard to believe that we are already coming towards the 
end of another season! 
 
We have really enjoyed getting together with everyone 
this year and participating in all of the fun activities that 
were planned! But, we still have a few events left that we 
am hoping everyone will participate in before we say our 
good-byes for the summer! 
 
The Greek Festival is right around the corner.  
HOPE/JOY will once again be in charge of the lemon-
ade/sno-cone stand. We will need everyone's help in order 
to once again make this a success! The dates are May 19-
21. We will be sending out a signup sheet for people to 
volunteer to help. Usually it consists of 3-4 kids and a 
couple of adults with approximate 2 hours shift incre-
ments.  Please be on the lookout for the signup sheet in 
your inboxes soon and help out where you can! 
 
We will have an end-of-the-year beach gathering at 
Wrightsville Beach at Access #4 on June 4 at 2:00 pm.  
Please go ahead and mark your calendars for this also, so 
that we may all enjoy some fun in the sun and fellowship 
to end our 2016-2017 season! More information will fol-
low after we wind down from the festival. 
 

Youth Catechism 
Courtney Malahias 

 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16 
 
Χριστὀς Ανἐστη!  Christ is Risen! 
 
As our ecclesiastical year is coming to an end, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful, dedi-
cated teachers. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58  “Therefore, my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 

give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, be-

cause you know that your labor in the Lord is not 

in vain.” 
 

Renee Theophilas, MaryAnn Vavalette, 
Lucy Pekatos, Maria Fernandez, Melissa Kirkby, 
Koula Katsikis, Cameron Calhoun and Eleni Pappami-
hiel…...THANK YOU! 

You definitely put the   U  in CH  RCH!!!! 
It takes a special person to teach and each of you are very 
special to our church.  Next time you see them, say thank 
you and give them a hug! 
 
Graduation Sunday is fast approaching! The date is June 
4!  If you have a senior, please come see me.  We will be 
sending an email soon with what is needed to honor your 
child’s accomplishment. 
 
Thank you for all you do and for a fabulous year! 
 
Grateful to be in His service 
 

Dance Groups 
Zaharoula Katsikis 

 
The April 23 Parent & Dancer meeting to review the 
2017-2018 Dance Year was very well attended.  Our next 
meeting will be Sunday, September 10. 
 
The meeting discussed the requirements for Dancers who 
plan to participate at the Greek Festival AND the rest of 
the year.  Highlights include practice requirements, 
church attendance, and behavior.  We want our children to 
have a full spiritual life as well as enjoy the fellowship of 
dancing. 
 
ALL dancers (ALL groups) need to be ready at the side 
stage 30 minutes before scheduled dance times for the 
Greek Festival which begin: 

May 19: 6pm and 8pm 
May 20: 1:30pm, 5:30pm, and 8pm 
May 21: 1:30pm and 4:30pm 

 
There are specific costume requirements for each festival 
dance so please ask Zaharoula or Katerina Katsikis if you 
have any questions. 
 
The practice schedule for Zoyra & Romiosini has been 
distributed.  The practice schedule for the youngest danc-
ers will be managed by Alexandros Theodoropoulos. 
 



 

 

Holy Week 2017 Photographs 
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After discussing Greek Fest. specifics, the rest of the year was 
discussed at high level terms.  Romiosini & Zoyra will be 
closed to new members this year so the current members can 
perfect their technique before this year’s Hellenic Dance Festi-
val in Orlando, FL. 
 
Any new dancers who have not been to HDF before are wel-
come to join the new dance group which will require all mem-
bers to be aged 7 years and older.  This group is truly for all 
novice dancers and the focus will be technique, style, and foot-
work around folk style traditional Greek dancing.  The goal is 
to enjoy dancing with no pressure to compete; however, if at 
least 6 new members commit to HDF attendance, the goal is to 
be competition ready. 
 
Reevaluation of all levels will take place for the 2018-2019 
year to see if any dancers need to be moved into different 
groups. 
 
Dance practice schedules will be distributed the first of the 
month beginning June 1.  The first summer practice will be 
Sunday, June 18 from 12-2PM..  Fall dance practice will begin 
Sunday, September 10 from 12-2PM. 
 
More details regarding the Brunswick County Intercultural Fes-
tival - September 30 - will be distributed later. 
 
 

St. Stephens Summer Camp 
Alexia Porzio & Doug Brown 

 
Dear future campers and families, 
St. Stephen’s is quickly approaching and registration is under-
way.  The website for camp is: https://atlmetropolis.org/st-
stephens-summer-camp 
 
After speaking to many families, it appears that most of our 
youth are looking to go on week 4, which is July 16-22.  Sever-
al sessions are already filled and partially closed so please reg-
ister ASAP if you have not already. 
 
GOYA and the Parish Council are very pleased to announce 
that we are able to help support campers this year.  Your dedi-
cation to our fundraisers has blessed us with a budget that will 
allow us to help defer half of the registration cost of St. Ste-
phen’s summer camp.  Yearly Registration is normally $400 
per camper with a $25.00 discount for siblings.  This year, we 
will pay half, $200 of the registration for all campers. When 
you register, please pay the full amount and print your receipt.  
Then you will be able to submit your receipt to St. Nicholas for 
reimbursement.  We are blessed to have such a supportive Par-
ish Council and I hope to see many of our youth attend St. Ste-
phen’s Summer camp. 
 
Transportation is still to be determined. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free contact Alexia Porzio 
or Doug Brown. 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

25th ANNUAL GREEK FESTIVAL 
 
It's here!  The Greek Festival is May 19, 20 and 21.  We need 
YOU to make this a successful festival.  Everyone, young and 
old alike, is needed to help with manning booths, kitchen prep, 
gate sales, pastry baking, church tours and sponsorship. Help is 
needed prior to festival in all these areas.  Keep an eye open for 
sign-up sheets in the next weeks. 
 
Ask your friends and neighbors to attend.  Treat your friends, 
teachers and co-workers to a meal or pastry box.  Advance tick-
et purchases will be available in the Hellenic Center Sundays 
after Divine Liturgy and in the Office during Office Hours. 
Good Shepherd was chosen as our primary partner for the 2017 
Greek Orthodox Festival.  NourishNC was chosen as the sec-
ondary charity for the Festival. 
 
Your Festival committee 
 

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 
Diakonissa Stacie Fernandez 

 
Vacation Church School is next month!!  The dates are Sunday, 
June 18 (5-8PM), then Monday (June 19) through Thursday 
(June 22) from 9AM-12 noon. 
 
Registration is now open.  Please see our registration form 
later in the Newsletter. 
 
***Part of our planning includes a request for donations.  In 
addition to the request we made last month for clean plastic 
grocery bags, and any large cardboard boxes (i.e. refrigerator, 
big screen TVs, ovens, other appliances, etc.) we are also re-
questing shoe boxes, empty tissue boxes, old belts, empty water 
bottles, and old tights/panty hose (with feet)  Thank you so 
much for bringing these items with you to Church next time 
you come for Liturgy or an event. 
 
We are really excited for our students to attend and learn about 
“JESUS, OUR WONDERWORKING SAVIOR.” 
 
If you have any questions about Vacation Church School feel 
free to contact Diakonissa Stacie Fernandez or Stella McTag-
gart. 
 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to 
Continue Successful Fellowships 

at the United Nations 
 
http://assemblyofbishops.org/news/2017/united-nations-
fellowship 
 
The Department of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Relations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is 
inviting graduate and recent post-graduate students to apply for 
its fellowships at the United Nations. 
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“Our programs at the U.N. have been growing every year and 
continue to effectively represent the Church in civil society,” 
said the Rev. Dr. Nathanael Symeonides, director of the depart-
ment. “We want to continue bringing Orthodox Christians into 
these fellowships to empower them as future professionals, dip-
lomats, policy-makers and advocates.” 
 
Two applicants will be selected for yearlong stipended fellow-
ships that will begin in the fall of 2017. The fellows will work 
in New York City in the department’s office at the Church Cen-
ter for the United Nations. 
 
Fellows will focus their work at the U.N. in three main areas: 
human rights, environment, or humanitarianism. 
 
Among other activities, fellows will have the opportunity to 
join and participate in the work of nongovernmental organiza-
tion committees at the U.N., assist in formulating oral and writ-
ten statements and interventions, plan and host events during 
U.N. Economic and Social Council functional commissions, 
and participate in panel discussions at future biennial national 
clergy-laity congresses. 
 
The Department launched its Faith-based Diplomacy and Ad-
vocacy Initiative in 2015 with funding from The Archbishop 
Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund. Since then, a total 
of three fellowships have been granted. 
 
For more information about the program and to apply for a fel-
lowship, visit un.goarch.org/fellowship. 
The deadline for the submitting an application for a 2017-2018 
fellowship is May 15, 2017. 
Stay informed about the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica’s work at the U.N. by visiting un.goarch.org and by signing 
up for our mailing list. 
 
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese is accredited as the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocesan Council (GOAC) through the United 
Nations Department of Public Information and has General 
Consultative Status under the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council. It has been actively engaged at the UN for more 
than 35 years. 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
We have 5 lb. boxes of frozen Gyro Meat available for sale.  
They are $25.   To purchase, contact Doug or Argie Brown at 
910-233-8816. 
 
We have Greek beer and wine for sale. A case of Mythos Beer 
(24 bottles) is $36. Various bottled wines are $12 and the larger 
bottles are $20. Please see Angelique Skandalakis or a Parish 
Council member to purchase. All checks to be made out to St 
Nicholas Greek Festival with the memo stating “TAVERN.” 
 
We have various “Greek Market” items for sale including 
Greek coffee, olive oil, olives, cookies, beans, and orzo. See 
Sandra Papanikolaou or Irene Sotiriou to purchase. All checks  
 
 

to be made out to St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church with the 
memo stating: “GREEK MARKETPLACE.” 
 
 

DONATION REQUESTS 
TIME, TALENT, OR TREASURE 

 
We are in need of some Prosforo for Services & Liturgies. If 
you would like to make some, please bring it to Angelique in 
the office. Thank you. 
 
We are in need of incense for the altar. If you would like to do-
nate some, please contact our church office. 
 
We are in need of some Commandaria wine for the altar.  It is 
available for purchases at Greek stores in Raleigh, Charlotte, or 
online. Please see our church office if you would like to donate 
some. 
 
Please donate all weekly coupons from newspapers & ads to 
the Hellenic Center. These coupons will be used to help our 
parishioners save money on products. For more information, 
please see Benjalee Pittman. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to host coffee hour.  If you are 
interested in hosting coffee hour please contact Angelique in 
our church office.  For the weeks when we do not have a volun-
teer, we will still have coffee and juice. 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
 
Please continue to pray for those who are ill, recovering, and/or 
homebound: Fr. Jon, Presbytera Barbara, Bobby Bobon 
(Brother of Sue Lawler), Stavros Chantiles, Sophia Copes, 
Sherry Demas, Nicholas Devoles, Constantine Dukas, Sue Fo-
kakis (Silver Stream), George Fokakis (Pacifica nursing home), 
Demitra George, Nick Karloutsos (Silver Stream), Dan Kirkby 
(brother of Matthew), Nikolaos Kotsinis, Manny Lionikis, Olga 
Mancuso, John Manolukas, Mary Marmaras, Calvin McGowan, 
John Petrolias, Koula K. Poulos, Claire Skarpentzos, Pat Skin-
ner-Darby, Charity Skinner-Darby (daughter of Pat), Tom Sou-
flas, John & Olympia Stamboulis, Vasilios Vogiatzis. 
 
*Please contact the Parish Office Administrator to add/remove 
someone from this above list. 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 
For all the people celebrating their birthday, anniversary, and 
name day in the month of May, may you have many happy 
years.  Many Happy Years! 
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